

10

EPHESIANS:  GOD’S BLUEPRINT FOR OUR SPIRITUAL MATURITY
EPHESIANS 5:11-17
2ND STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH
SUNDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 2010
GREGG LAMM | LEAD PASTOR-TEACHER
www.2ndstreet.org


Welcome to 2nd Street.  This past week while reading our ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN, I was in The Old Testament … and in DANIEL 11:32 I was reminded of why we come together as the community of Jesus Christ, why we worship together, why we study God’s Word together, and why we’ve made a commitment to BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS CHRIST BY LOVING GOD, LOVING PEOPLE, AND SERVING OUR WORLD.

DANIEL 11:32 (ENGLISH STANDARD BIBLE)

32 He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their God shall stand firm and take action. 

In the middle of this second-to-the-last chapter of DANIEL that describes in great detail a literal series of battles between evil and good, between error and truth, between darkness and light, and between unrighteousness and holiness … and which symbolically illustrates the very real, parallel battles you and I go through each day, I heard God saying some things to me that I believe He wants me to share with you …

Gang, the Enemy from outside of us, and our sin nature (our old man, or our flesh) from inside of us, have one goal … to seduce us with flattery, and to violate our covenant-life with God.  As followers of Jesus Christ we’ve made promises to God, to seek Him, to know Him, to offer our lives as sacrifices before Him, to become like His Son, Jesus Christ each day, to remain in Him, and to allow Jesus Christ to flow through us more consistently each day.  And we can’t follow Daniel’s example and instruction to stand firm and take action unless we know God, are developing lives of intimacy with God, and are consistently remaining in God throughout each day.

Do you want to stand firm and take action so you’re able to say “NO” to seducing flattery, so you’re able to say “NO” to the enticements of the enemy and your flesh to violate, ignore, and turn away from your commitments and covenants with God?  Okay, then what does it take to do this?

· Putting and keeping Jesus Christ at the very center of our lives and our priorities, making Him our first love (REVELATION 2:1-7).
· Storing God’s Word in our hearts by reading it, studying it, and applying it in the day-to-day circumstances of our lives (PSALM 119:10-11).
· Making prayer the language of our hearts – talking with God throughout each day … morning, noon, and night.
· Saying “no” to some old things, and “yes” to some new things.
· Hanging out with other Christ-followers for accountability, instruction, encouragement, and community-building.
· Willingness to grow up in our faith before we grow old, and a desire to say, “God, I’m willing to do whatever it takes to see You more clearly, to follow You more nearly, and to love You more dearly, day-by-day.  WHATEVER IT TAKES.  GOD, SHOW ME WHATEVER IT TAKES AND I WILL DO IT.”

Over the last few weeks in our study of EPHESIANS, the Apostle Paul has been speaking on the subject of OUR CHRISTIAN WALK; and his instruction has centered on how you and I as Christians need to interact with other people – demonstrating humility, gentleness, patience, love, unity, peace, kindness, and forgiveness.

Paul has also talked with us about serving God, and then serving other people and the world in ways that bring glory to God and keep our egos in check.  And he’s also written to us about our need to make sure that our language is God-honoring and not sleazy or patterned after the oftentimes unwholesome, immoral patterns of this world.  And here’s the deal … some people read this kind of instruction from God’s Word and they say to themselves, or sometimes even out loud to others …

“This sounds too restrictive.  Paul’s instruction is cramping my style.  This isn’t how I roll.  Paul’s instruction to the church at Ephesus sounds more like ‘religion’ than ‘relationship.’  I’m more into ‘grace’, not into ‘works’ … I’m more into focusing on what God has set me free to do rather than what God has told me not to do.”

And here’s my response to this kind of thinking:  Real relationship takes into account what the other person thinks, values, and desires, and what the other person likes and dislikes.  When you and I truly love a friend, or if we’re married, if we truly love our spouse, we care about what they think … and we try to avoid doing what they don't want us to do … and we’re motivated to do what’s pleasing to them.  And unless this moves over into being codependent, these characteristics are simply some of the signs of healthy, balanced, Christ-like relationships.

When it’s the desire of our heart to be in right relationship with God, we understand and accept the reality that it’s God greatest desire that we avoid certain things, say “no” to certain things, don’t hang out doing certain things, don’t say certain things … and then conversely, that we say “yes” to certain things, hang out doing certain things, and say certain things.

As Christ-followers, let’s not ignore, or just kind of dance around the warnings, commandments, and passages of instruction about this that are found throughout God’s Word … for as Paul said in EPHESIANS 5:5 those who do the opposite of God’s plans for them, those who like Daniel wrote, are seduced by the flattery of temptation and sin and give into it, will have no inheritance in the kingdom of God.  

In fact, someone mentioned to me this past week that I kind of glossed over the instruction of EPHESIANS 5:5, so I think that’s a good place for us to begin before we go further into EPHESIANS 5.  Please open up your Bibles to EPHESIANS 5:5.

EPHESIANS 5:5 

5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
5 You can be sure that using people or religion or things just for what you can get out of them — the usual variations on idolatry — will get you nowhere, and certainly nowhere near the kingdom of Christ, the kingdom of God. (THE MESSAGE)

Friends, when you and I make the choice in our hearts and minds, to live in ways that aren’t rooted in the will of the King of the Kingdom of God, we can’t expect to share in the privileges of the Kingdom of God.  This explains why many Christians today live their lives without experiencing little or any of the joy, the peace, or the power of the Kingdom of God.

The way Paul writes this verse sets up the authority of God the Son and God the Father.  God administers the provisions and the blessings of the Kingdom of God, and you and I can’t be so foolish as to believe that we can violate the values and the commandments of the Kingdom and yet at the same time enjoy the benefits of the Kingdom.  Do you see it?

The Kingdom of God, or the Rule and Reign of God exists because as the Messiah and the Savior promised by God from The Old Testament, Jesus Christ is our King (cf., ISAIAH 7:14; MICAH 5:2).  But when Jesus came to earth, He wasn’t the kind of King most of the people were expecting – especially the religious ones.  And so He disappointed the expectations of lots of people — both then and now.

In The Old Testament there were a few years where Israel enjoyed some prosperity and peace under the rule of a king.  But most of the time they struggled against the king’s leadership and direction.  And the same is often true for you and me as we seek to live under the direction and the leadership of Jesus Christ as our King.

We don’t like someone else telling us what to do, how to lives our lives, what to think, how to act, what to say, and how to prioritize the spending of our money.  But here’s the deal … people who surrender to the King, find that He constantly has their best interests in mind, that He always loves them unconditionally, that He will never leave them or forsake them, and that if they’ll serve Him, they’ll begin living the most abundant life they’ve ever known.

Whatever other words I use to explain what the Kingdom of God is, and how God desires us to live in it and surrender to it, the Kingdom of God has to do with whatever Christ the King rules.  This is why Jesus Christ began His ministry by asking His cousin John the Baptist to go to the Jordan River and call people to “repentance, and surrender” and then why Jesus continued with this message …

Jesus used the Greek word repentance (metanoia) and it means to “change our minds … to turn and go in the other direction.”

Gang, here are the five basic areas God calls us to experience a change of direction in when we surrender to Jesus Christ as our King of our lives, five areas where God wants repentance/metanoia to begin making a difference in our lives …

1. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR ALLEGIANCE
2. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR EXPECTATIONS
3. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR VALUES
4. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR PRIORITIES
5. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR LIFELONG MISSION

1. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR ALLEGIANCE …

People who live in countries with a King, come under the authority and the power of their king … and the same is true for you and me as followers of Jesus Christ and subjects of His Kingdom.  When you and I come into a relationship with God and make Jesus Christ our King, He deserves to have our honor, our loyalty, and our obedience. Whatever He says, we become willing to do.

ILLUSTRATION … Author and therapist Bruce Larson, in his book Believe And Belong, tells how he helped many people struggling to surrender their allegiance to Jesus Christ so that they could begin living under His care and guidance.  Larson writes …

“For many years I worked in New York City and counseled at my office any number of people who were wrestling with this ‘yes-or-no’ decision to follow God.  Often I would suggest they walk with me from my office down to the RCA Building on Fifth Avenue.  In the entrance of that building is a gigantic statue of Atlas – a perfectly-proportioned man who, with all his muscles straining, is holding the world on his shoulders.  There he is, the most powerfully man in history, and he can barely stand up under this burden.

‘Now that’s one way to live,’ I would point out to my clients, ‘trying to carry the world on your shoulders.  But now come across the street with me.’  “On the other side of Fifth Avenue is Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, and there behind the high altar is a statue of Jesus as a little boy, perhaps eight or nine years old, and with no effort at all, He is holding the world in one hand.

My point was illustrated graphically.  “Every single one of us has a choice.  We can carry the world on our shoulders, or we can say, ‘I give up, Lord; here’s my life.  I give You my whole world.  Hold me.  Take care of me.  I yield my allegiance to You and to Your Kingdom.’” 

This is why Jesus, when teaching us how to pray in MATTHEW 6:10, taught us, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” because Kingdom people joyfully and fully submit their wills to the will of the King.  For you and me to live in the Kingdom of God and know the fruit of repentance REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR ALLEGIANCE, and …

2.  REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR EXPECTATIONS …

One of the challenges we can have with the idea of the Kingdom of God, is that because it isn’t “visible”, we’re not sure if it’s real, or really here yet.  The world seems to grow father and farther away from God every day, not closer and closer.  And as a result of this undeniable fact, it can be so easy to resign ourselves to “living for the here and now”, as if this present life is all that’s real or all that matters.
But the hope of the Kingdom of God is that there’s more to life than what you and I can see RIGHT NOW.  Jesus Christ made some extraordinary promises about a future kingdom for all who follow Him as King.  And the rest of The New Testament writers echo Jesus’ words over and over again all the way from ACTS through REVELATION.

The kingdom of God may not yet be completely fulfilled or visible yet, but it’s as real as our own noses, it’s as established a fact as the cross and the empty tomb, and it will last forever.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

The promises of Jesus Christ – to restore our relationships with God the Father, to never leave us or forsake us, to give us a future based in Him instead of us being doomed to live in our pasts, and that He will forever be our Intercessor and Advocate to God the Father … can and must be believed in, and pressed into for us to make it through life and to learn all the lessons God wants us to learn along the way.

For you and me to live into the Kingdom of God and to know the fruit of repentance REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR ALLEGIANCE, REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR EXPECTATIONS, and …

3. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR VALUES …

American culture mistakenly puts a high value on fleeting things like ACHIEVEMENT, SUCCESS, INDEPENDENCE, and IMAGE.  And other cultures around the globe value other qualities, to be sure.  But in MATTHEW 5:3-10, at the very beginning of the longest teaching of Jesus we have – a teaching often referred to as The Sermon On The Mount, Jesus reveals to us some of the unique values of the Kingdom of God.  This list of values is often called “The Beatitudes”, or “The Beautiful Attitudes” … and it describes what matters most to the King … things like humility, compassion, gentleness, spiritual passion and thirst, holiness, forgiveness, gratefulness, and loving our enemies.

The bottom line is that Kingdom of God people adopt, take on, and live out the values of their King, and make choices that reflect those values — in their jobs, in their families, in their schools, in their other relationships, in their neighborhoods, and in their communities of faith.  For you and me to live into the Kingdom of God and to know the fruit of repentance REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR ALLEGIANCE, REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR EXPECTATIONS, REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR VALUES, and …

4. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR PRIORITIES …

The real test of our VALUES is how you and I SPEND OUR MONEY and OUR TIME.  In MATTHEW 6:24-34 Jesus spoke to this issue in terms of the Kingdom of God.  In this passage, Jesus doesn’t put down the value of the work of our hands, or diminish our NEED or even our DESIRE for material goods.  But He challenged you and me as His followers to bring Kingdom of God priorities into our everyday lives.  “Seeking first the Kingdom of God” (cf., MATTHEW 6:33) puts a Christlike perspective on our work, on our priorities, and the outcomes of the choices we make.  And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON

When we’re living for ourselves, when we’re not surrendering to the reality of the Kingdom of God, or to the King of the Kingdom, Jesus Christ, and when we’re separating ourselves from living into God’s priorities and God’s mission for our lives … then no matter how many successes, awards, promotions, or plaudits we receive, we’ll always be adrift, disconnected, and unfulfilled in life.  God has a mission for us.  Let’s pursue it.  Let’s grab onto it.  Let’s live into it.

For us to live into the Kingdom of God and to know the fruit of repentance REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR ALLEGIANCE, A CHANGE IN OUR EXPECTATIONS, REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR VALUES, REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR PRIORITIES, and …

5. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR LIFELONG MISSION …

Some people are highly motivated to accomplish great things with their lives … and other people choose to live from day-to-day, taking everything as it comes.  Neither of these two options is wrong, but either way, Jesus Christ and who and what we’re serving and surrendering to as our King affects the outlook of our lives.  Like Bob Dylan sang, “You’ve got to serve somebody.  It might be the devil, or it might be the Lord.  But you’ve got to serve somebody.”

Jesus calls His followers to a purpose and a mission — to intentionally live as subjects of His Kingdom, and to promote His Kingdom values in our everyday lives and work. 

1. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR ALLEGIANCE
2. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR EXPECTATIONS
3. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR VALUES
4. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR PRIORITIES
5. REPENTANCE REQUIRES A CHANGE IN OUR LIFELONG MISSION
 
ILLUSTRATION … “Push!” says the nurse in scrubs.  The doctor usually only comes in at the last minute.  It’s the mom and the nurses or midwives who do all the work!  “Come on girl, you can do it.  Just one more push and your baby will be out!”  “Aaaaaggggghhhhh!” cries the new mom.  “Wow, I can’t believe I just saw that happen!” exclaims the new dad.  And “Wwwwwaaaaahhhhh” screams the newborn baby girl or boy.

Many of us have either lived through this, or seen it, or seen some version of it on TV or in a movie.  What does the mom do next?  She breathes a huge sigh of relief, cradles her own private miracle close to her in her arms, and says, “Well, aren’t we glad that that’s over.  I’m going home.  You take care now, and grow up to have a good life.  Get a hold of me if you’re ever in a pinch.  I’m on Facebook.”

No, I don’t think so.  No loving mother says that to her baby.  Her baby is squeegeed clean, weighed, kissed, caressed, rocked, played with, and tenderly watched over.  His cries are attended to and her needs are met.  And its parents carefully guide, and nurture and care for their then – preparing them for the life that’s waiting for them, down the road, around the corner, and up ahead.

And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

Giving our lives to Jesus Christ is about beginning a life of transformation, growth, instruction, correction, and training.  God doesn’t welcome us into the Kingdom of God and then take off.  God doesn’t see us surrender to Him and make His Son Jesus Christ our King, and then expect us to stay the same as we were before.  God doesn’t want us to travel this road of change on our own – but with Him first, and with one another second.

Let’s turn over to EPHESIANS 5:11-17 and unpack the uncomplicated truths of these seven verses together …

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]EPHESIANS 5:11-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;
12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things, which are done by them in secret.

If there’s shame in even speaking of these dark things, think of the shame in actually doing them, and then of the fruit that comes out afterward?  Throughout The Gospels Jesus teaches us that fruit is what comes out of our lives when we do what’s right in God's sight.

Here’s some of the ways God’s Word tells us that we can produce fruit:  Through repentance (MATTHEW 3:8), by gaining a growing knowledge of and understanding of God’s Word, and then living it out in the day-to-day circumstances of our lives (MATTHEW 13:23), by making the choice to live lives of grace (COLOSSIANS 1:6), by choosing die to self and live the way the King of the Kingdom tells us to live (JOHN 12:24), by abiding in Jesus Christ (JOHN 15:5), by choosing to walk in the Spirit (GALATIANS 5:22), and by living righteously (PHILIPPIANS 1:11).

But the Word of God also talks a lot about unfruitfulness, telling us in MARK 4:19 that it’s the result of being preoccupied with things like worry, money, and materialism.  Gang, we need to be attentive to this instruction, because absolutely nothing good comes out of our lives when we choose to focus on worry, money, and materialism.  So do you can see why Paul is so emphatic that you and I as followers of Jesus Christ make the choice day-by-day to have nothing to do with the unfruitful deeds of darkness? 

Like I taught last Sunday, from EPHESIANS 5:1-10, many Christians who wouldn’t consider COMMITTING CERTAIN SINS have no problem TALKING ABOUT THOSE SAME SINS … and Paul said that this behavior is shameful.  We need to expose sin for the darkness that it is.  So when someone begins to joke about adultery, pornography, sorcery, or other things like this, we need to expose it for what it is and be reminded that every single one of us are known by our deeds and by our words, and that when we indulge in, or harbor sin, we’re making the choice to live our lives separated from God, as though we weren’t even related to Him, as though He wasn’t our King.  Light always exposes what darkness hides.  Remember what Jesus said about this in …

MATTHEW 5:13-16 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

13-16 “You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its salty taste, it cannot be made salty again.  It is good for nothing, except to be thrown out and walked on.  “You are the light that gives light to the world.  A city that is built on a hill cannot be hidden.  And people don’t hide a light under a bowl.  They put it on a lampstand so the light shines for all the people in the house.  In the same way, you should be a light for other people.  Live so that they will see the good things you do and will praise your Father in heaven.

EPHESIANS 5:13-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.
14 For this reason it says, “Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

The term “all things” in v. 13 refers back to all the secret, hidden, nearly unmentionable sins Paul has named in the previous verses … and he’s saying that even if we don’t want others to know that they’re alive and well in our lives, there’s no hiding them once the Light of God shines into our hearts, our minds, our attitudes, our actions, and our intentions … and that when we come into relationship with Jesus Christ we become children of the Light, and in fact, we belong to the Light.

The Apostle Paul makes reference here in v. 14 to what was most likely an early Christian worship song, or at least a saying that was known to the Believers in Ephesus.  When you think about all of the phrases Christians have now, like “What Would Jesus Do?” and all the worship songs lyrics we know … do we really actually understand them and apply their meaning in our lives?

I can picture Paul being frustrated as Christians were singing, “Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you,” while their actions told the truth that they had little or no interest in saying these words to those who were dead in Christ and not yet in relationship with God!  It’s like what J. Oswald Sanders, New Zealander and the general secretary of Overseas Missions Fellowship (formerly China Inland Mission), and prolific author in the 20th-Century wrote, “Christians don’t lie.  They just go to church and sing lies.”  Here’s what 19th-Century British pastor, teacher, and author, Charles Haddon Spurgeon writes about vv. 13-14 …

This sleepiness in the Christian is exceedingly dangerous because we can do a great deal while we are asleep that will make us look as if we were quite awake.

Last week in FIRST CORINTHIANS 3 we saw that a carnal Christian, that is, a Christian living in their flesh instead of in the Holy Spirit of God, looks and acts an lot like a person who’s not yet in a relationship with God.

ILLUSTRATION … If there were 100 dead people here and one of them was just asleep, could you tell which one it was by just glancing around at them?  No, you’d have to examine them for signs of life.  That’s what a carnal, fleshly Christian is like … asleep among the dead.  And if you’re in this position this morning you need to wake up, confess, repent, and get into the Light and stay in the Light.

EPHESIANS 5:15-17 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,
16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

When we’re back into fellowship with God, we need to put our newly found spiritual life to work, and walk carefully, with intention, and wisdom.  Once we’ve got some knowledge and some understanding of God’s Word, we need to wisely put God’s Word into practice, knowing that accuracy comes from the consistency of study, prayer, and practice.
I love vv. 16-17.  The words “making the most” in v. 16 means “to redeem” or “to buy back”.  Paul isn’t just telling us here to make the most of every moment, even though that’s good advice.  Rather, he’s telling us to seize every opportunity we can for the glory of Jesus.

The idea behind the phrase redeeming the time is that Paul is calling you and me as followers of Jesus Christ, as people who’ve made up their minds that He’s our King, that we’re His subjects, and that it’s our greatest aim, goal and desire that He live His life through us with ever-greater consistency and ever-greater power.  Paul is calling us to buy up opportunities like a shrewd businessperson, making the most of every opportunity for the sake of, and for the glory of Jesus Christ.

v. 17 … understand what the will of the Lord is … real wisdom is the opposite of foolishness.  Don’t kid yourself, an understanding of and the ability to participate in the will of God won’t come any other way, because understanding of the will of the Lord comes from a solid, tested and found-to-be-true, knowledge of God’s Word.

I did an in-depth teaching on the concepts taught in v. 18 a couple of years ago when teaching through JOHN 2.  You can download the audio or the manuscript of that teaching from 2nd Street’s website.  But as a way to lead up to Paul’s teaching that begins in v. 18 next Sunday, I’ve included a handout in today’s bulletin that I wrote and used back then … and I’m asking you to read this before next week, when we’ll begin with EPHESIANS 5:18.  Here’s what these three verses say … and with this we’ll close our worship time together this morning.
EPHESIANS 5:18-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;

Godspeed to you as you leave here today.  And as you go, I challenge you to speak to one another in psalms, and hymns, and in spiritual songs … singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father.

NEXT SUNDAY … EPHESIANS 5:18-32 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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